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Bristol Fawcett, established in 2001, is a Bristol-based organisation whose members 
support the aims of the Fawcett Society.  Fawcett’s vision is of a society where women and 
our rights and freedoms are equally valued and respected and where we have equal 
power and influence in shaping our own lives and our wider world.  Bristol Fawcett works 
at a local level to bring an informed gender equality perspective to local decision making 
bodies.  We do this in the context of the recent report “Enabling Women’s Voice and 
Influence in Bristol” (March 2011) which found that 92% of questionnaire respondents said 
no or were unsure when asked whether decision makers in the city take full account of 
women’s equality issues. 
 
We understand that the purpose of this meeting is to decide on an appropriate number of 
SEVs in each of the localities in which an SEV application has been received.  This 
decision is being taken before the applications are being considered and, consequently, 
before the numerous objections to the applications from those living and working in the 
area are acknowledged. 
 
Today in this building Bristol City Council are hosting an international conference on 
gendered violence.  This Friday is the UN International Day for the Elimination of all forms 
of Violence Against Women and Girls (VAWG).  This week the Safer Bristol Partnership 
launches its strategy on tackling VAWG in which licensing is specifically referenced.  This 
time last year Bristol City Council invited responses to its draft licensing policy for SEVs.  
You heard from, among others: Bristol Fawcett - whose remit is gender equality; Rape 
Crisis – who are experts in working with victims of rape and sexual violence as well as in 
educating about sexual VAWG; Bristol University’s Centre for Gender and Violence 
Research - which is an internationally renowned body of experts in analysing the causes of 
gender based violence; and the office of the Director for Public Health at NHS Bristol - 
which oversees education programmes aiming to change and challenge patterns of 
behaviour, because the NHS deals with the fallout of VAWG in our city.  The costs to the 
public purse of dealing with VAWG in our city, as outlined in Bristol’s strategy being 
launched this week, are massive.  The impact on the NHS and on council services is 
enormous.  Taking domestic violence alone, which is just one element of VAWG, the 
estimated financial cost to the public purse in Bristol in one year is nearly 49 million 
pounds. 
 
All the experts who you heard from set out the negative impact that lapdancing clubs have 
on women and girlsi. Of those responses that addressed the question of appropriate 
numbers of SEVs in Bristol, all recommended that a cap of zero in all localities would be 
the right approach for Bristol to take.   
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Please note that we are specifically addressing SEVs in particular and are not objecting to 
sex establishments in general terms. 
 
Today you have before you a report from the Police which supplies the number of reported 
offences in the localities surrounding the 4 current SEVs. The supplementary data state 
that sexual and violent crime against women increased by 82% within 50m of SEVs from 
2008/09 to 2010/11 – that is double the rate of increase in other areas not within 50m of a 
SEV.  You will know that government data tell us that only 3 in 20 rapes are ever reported 
to the police – so in fact the numbers, shocking as they are, are in reality going to be even 
worse.  Sexual assault should not be something that the women of Bristol put up with as a 
matter of course, but at the moment they do, and are unlikely to go to the police.  You will 
not know, because you have not seen any of the objections sent in to the licence 
applications yet, that women have given shocking reports of the harassment they have 
experienced outside Bristol lapdancing clubs, experiences which are rarely reported if ever 
and which include being followed home from the areas around lapdancing clubs and 
assaulted.  Women also put up with verbal abuse and harassment.  Women fear for their 
safety and wellbeing in city streets.  The Royal Town Planning Institute guide on Gender 
and Spatial Planning says that “lap dancing and exotic dancing clubs make women feel 
threatened or uncomfortable”. 
 
Many of the objections sent to the council, including ours and those from residents and 
places of worship, set out detailed points which refer to the inappropriateness of localities 
on many and sometimes all of the relevant considerations listed in the council’s policy. We 
do not propose to set out the long list of reasons why each location is inappropriate 
although, as we understand the objections have not been presented to the licensing 
committee, it would be fair to do so.  By way of just one example, Urban Tiger is located on 
the “Centre Promenade” of Bristol which is described by the council as the city’s main bus 
and pedestrian travel hub, seeing 600 vehicles, 100 buses, 400 cyclists and 1,300 
pedestrians per hour, in addition to being where the city’s flagship theatre is located.  We 
hope that the committee has seen maps of all residential, leisure, education, tourist, faith, 
family friendly, and retail premises in each locality, if there is any doubt in any member’s 
mind about the inappropriate nature of each of these localities for an SEV.  
 
We note that where a nil cap is decided upon, there is no right of appeal to a Magistrates’ 
Court.  This protects the council against a potentially significant impact on the council’s 
resources in terms of litigation.  We also note that in Newcastle this year a locality was 
deemed appropriate by the Licensing Committee and in the subsequent two weeks no 
fewer than 7 new applications were received for SEVs to open in that appropriate locality. 
 
Finally, we note that a policy decision to grant no SEV licences does not in any way 
prevent an existing premises from continuing to operate as a business - licensed for the 
sale of alcohol, consumption of food and contribution to the night time economy, but simply 
without offering lapdancing. 
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i Research evidence referenced in submissions to the Licensing Committee and in the Roundtable on 
Commercial Sexualisation includes: 
Allen, M., DʼAlessio, D., & Brezgel, K. (1995). A Meta-Analysis Summarizing the Effects of Pornography II. Aggression After Exposure. 

Human Communication Research, 22, 258–283.  
American Psychological Association, Task Force on the Sexualization of Girls (2007). Report of the APA Task Force on the 

Sexualization of Girls. Washington,DC: American Psychological Association. Retrieved from 
www.apa.org/pi/wpo/sexualization.html  

Carr, E.R., & Szymanski, D.M. (2011) Sexual Objectification and Substance Abuse in Young Adult Women. The Counseling 
Psychologist, 39: 39 

Cikara, M., Eberhardt, J.L. & Fiske, S.T. (2010). From agents to objects: Sexist attitudes and neural responses to sexualized targets. 
Journal of Cognitive Neuroscience.  

Frank, K. (2003). Just Trying to Relax: Masculinity, Masculinizing Practices, and Strip Club Regulars. Journal of Sex Research, 40, 61-
75.  

Fredrickson, B., & Roberts, T.A. (1997). Objectification theory: Toward understanding womenʼs lived experiences and mental health 
risks. Psychology of Women Quarterly, 21, 173–206.  

Frenken, M.F.A. & Sifaneck, S.J. (1998) Sexworkers and dope: an ethnography of heroin using lap-dancers in New York City, Addiction 
Research, 6 (4): 341-370.  

Harris, L.T. & Fiske, S.T. (2006). Dehumanizing the lowest of the low: Neuroimaging responses to extreme outgroups. Psychological 
Science, 17, 847-853.  

Haslam (2006). Dehumanization: An integrative review. Personality and Social Psychology Review, 10, 252- 264.  
Heflick, N.A. & Goldenberg, J.L. (2009). Objectifying Sarah Palin: Evidence that objectification of women causes women to be perceived 

as less competent and less fully human. Journal of Experimental Social Psychology, 45, 598-601.  
Heflick, N.A., Goldenberg, J.L., Cooper, D.P. & Puvia, E. (under review: Journal of Experimental Social Psychology). From women to 

things: Target gender, appearance focus and perceptions of warmth, morality and competence.  
Heilman, M. E., & Stopeck, M. H. (1985). Being attractive, advantage or disadvantage? Performance based evaluations and 

recommended personnel actions as a function of appearance, sex and job type. Organizational Behavior and Human Decision 
Processes, 35, 202–212.  

Holsopple, K (1998) Stripclubs According to Strippers: Exposing Workplace Sexual Violence, available online at 
http://www.uri.edu/artsci/wms/hughes/stripc1.htm  

Lanis, K., & Covell, K. (1995). Images of women in advertisements: Effects on attitudes related to sexual aggression. Sex Roles, 32, 
639–649.  

Lewis, J. (1998). Lap dancing: Personal and Legal Implications for Exotic Dancers. In Elias, J.A., Bullough, V.L., Elias, V., & Brewer, G 
(eds.) Prostitution: On Whores, Hustlers, and Johns. Amherst, NY: Prometheus Books.  

Lilith Report on Lap Dancing and Striptease in the Borough of Camden (2003). London: Poppy Project. 
Object – lapdancing testimonies.  http://www.object.org.uk/lapdancing-testimonies 
Loughnan, S., Haslam, N., Murmane, T.,Vaes, J., Reynolds, C., & Suitner, C. (2010). Objectification leads to depersonalization: The 

denial of mind and moral concern to objectified others. European Journal of Social Psychology, 40, 709-717. 
Nicolson, P. (1996). Sexuality, power and organisation. In Gender, Power and Organisation: a Psychological Perspective. London: 

Routledge. 
Papadopoulos, L. (2010). Sexualisation of Young People: Review. London: Home Office. 
Pasko, L (2002) Naked Power: The Practice of Stripping as a Confidence Game. Sexualities, 5(1): 49-66.  
Raphael, J., & Shapiro, D.L. (2004) Violence in Indoor and Outdoor Prostitution Venues. Violence Against Women 10: 126 
Roberts, R. et al. (2007). Sex Work and Students: An Exploratory Study. Journal of Further and Higher Education, 31: 4, 323 — 334 
Rudman, L. A., & Borgida, E. (1995). The afterglow of construct accessibility: The behavioral consequences of priming men to view 

women as sex objects. Journal of Experimental Social Psychology, 31, 493–517. 
Simmons, C.A. et al. (2008). Linking Male Use of the Sex Industry to Controlling Behaviors in Violent Relationships: An Exploratory 

Analysis. Violence Against Women 14: 406. 
Sweeting, H., Young, R., & West, P. (2009). GHQ increases among Scottish 15 year olds 1987-2006. Social Psychiatry and Psychiatric 

Epidemiology, 44, 579-586. 
Tiggeman, M., & Kuring, J. K. (2004). The role of body objectification in disordered eating and depressed mood. British Journal of 

Clinical Psychology, 43, 299-311. 
Vaes, J., Paladino, M.P. & Puvia, E. (under review). Are sexualized women fully human? 
Walter, N. (2010). Living Dolls: the Return of Sexism. London: Virago. 
Zillman D., & Weaver, J.B. (1989). Pornography and menʼs sexual callousness toward women. In Zillman D. & Bryant J. (Eds.), 

Pornography: Research advances and policy considerations (pp. 95-125). Hillsdale, NJ: Lawrence Erlbaum.  
See also  
Hayashi Danns, J., & Leveque, S. (2011). Stripped: the Bare Reality of Lapdancing. London: Clairview Books. 


